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Friends of the Library Groups 
in Colleges and Universities 
Mr. Fox is executive assistant, Brooklyn 
College Library. 
THIS ARTICLE summarizes a survey of Friends of the Library Groups in col-
leges and universities. T h e survey was part 
of an investigation which may result in a 
revised edition of previous A L A publica-
tions on Friends Groups. T h e manuscript 
is now in the hands of the Committee on 
Friends of Libraries. 
A questionnaire was sent to the 102 
groups known to exist in 1949. Of 69 
respondents, 37 had groups actively func-
tioning, while 32 did not. 
T h e reasons given most often are to pro-
mote interest and support and to acquire 
materials beyond the reach of ordinary 
budgets. 
T h e most popular form of name is 
Friends of the . . . Library. Others are 
Library Associates, Library Guild, Associa-
tion of the Friends of . . . Library, Asso-
ciation of Patrons and Friends of . . . 
Library and Society for the Libraries. 
T h e outline which follows provides an 
idea of the variety of officers in 30 groups. 
Ti t les were furnished by the respondents. 
Personal contacts and direct mail are 
used equally to secure new members. Per-
sonal solicitation, suggestions by present 
members and word-of-mouth advertising are 
included in the former category. Direct 
mail consists of letters, invitations to events 
and various types of brochures. 
T h e number of members ranges from 
about 25 to 399. All sorts of occupations 
are represented. A third of the groups ac-
cept students for membership. More than 
half of the groups do not accept business 
firms as members, but do accept clubs and 
societies. 
About half of the groups are dissatisfied 
with their rate of growth, stating that too 
little time is available for promotional 
purposes. 
T h e prime mover behind the organiza-
tion of the groups is the librarian. Faculty, 
alumni and administrative officers are next 
in importance as organizers. Of 32 groups 
reporting on this question, 24 replied that 
the librarian was an officer of their groups. 
T h e librarian plans and arranges meet-
ings, solicits and acknowledges gifts, solicits 
members and keeps records.. 
Slightly more than one half of the groups 
OCTOBER, 1951 
32 7 
Organization of Friends Groups 
Average 
Number 
Holding 
Office 
Titles as Provided by Respondents 
Principal Officers 1 President; Chairman; Honorary chairman 
Other Principal Officers 2 Vice president; Vice chairman; Student vice president 
Financial and Secretarial 
Officers 
2 Treasurer; Business manager; Secretary-treasurer; Cor-
responding-Editorial secretary; Executive secretary; Re-
cording secretary; Honorary secretary 
Managing Bodies 20 Council members; Council; Advisory council; Members of 
board; Executive board; Board of directors; Committee of 
sponsors; Executive committee; Counsellors; Directors; 
Trustees; Honorary trustees 
raise money by means of dues. Contr ibu-
tions and gif ts are other means of fund-
raising. 
Of 34 respondents, 26 claim that con-
tributions are deductible for income tax pur-
poses, while eight do not know. T h i s 
should be investigated so that it may be 
mentioned in group publications. 
Office space, equipment, supplies and la-
bor are provided by colleges and universities. 
On ly one respondent reported that no help 
whatever was tendered. 
T h e order of business at organizational 
meetings includes discussion of the need for 
Fr iends Groups, consideration of aims, the 
role of groups at other institutions, election 
of officers and the d r a f t i n g of constitutions 
and by-laws. 
M o s t groups hold meetings regularly once 
or twice a year. U p to 49 people have at-
tended these meetings. 
Business and social meetings, annual din-
ners, solicitation of library materials, mem-
bership drives, lecture series and s tudent 
contests comprise group activities. 
Publications and direct mail are used 
almost equally. Publications include those 
issued by the groups themselves, material 
issued by libraries, college and alumni pub-
lications, and local newspapers. Let ters , 
postal cards, circulars and invitations are 
the direct mail used. 
In order of importance members donate 
money, interest others, give l ibrary materi-
als, act as hosts and advise on purchases. 
Benefits derived f rom membership, in or-
der of importance, a re : Satisfaction in aiding 
a wor thy cause, f ree use of the library, 
bringing together people of similar inter-
ests, and helping unite the college and the 
community. 
Of 34 respondents, 17 issue some sort of 
publication. T h i s varies in size f rom a 
single sheet to a 39-page magazine. 
American Librarians Work on Standards 
American librarians are taking an active part in international work on documentation. 
Upon recommendation of its committee on library work and documentation, the American 
Standards Association has informed the International Organization for Standardization ( I S O ) 
that American librarians will participate in the work of technical committee ISO 46 on Docu-
mentation. A meeting was held in Rome, Italy, in September. T h e ASA is the United States 
member of the ISO. 
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